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From the desk of 

ERIC P. NEMAN [\\ 'i' \ $ 3 


1957 


October 16, 


Mr* Lawrence B* Romaine 
’leather cock House 
Hiddleboro, Massachusetts 

Dear Sir : 

Mrs. Gieseker, of the .’.issouri Historical 
Society, telephoned me to tell me that you 
had, in your Catalogue Ko. 175, Autographical 
Counterfeit Detector of J, Thompson, New York, 
1^53, for §17.50. This will be very helpful 
to me in my numismatic collection. I am 
enclosing a check. 

1 lease be kind enough to put me on your mail- 
ing list for the future. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


Telephone 
Middleboro 1125 


AMERICANA 
Rare and Out of Print 
Books — Pamphlets 
Catalogues 



LAWRENCE B. ROM AINE 

WEATHERCOCK HOUSE 
MIDDLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 


Nov. 3rd, 1957 


Eric P. Newman 
Edison Stores Inc. 

St. Louis 2 Missouri 


My dear Mr. Newman: 


Apparently I have made notes on catalogues, but have not 
written to thank you for your letter and order of the 16th of October last. I have 
even thanked Mrs. Gieseker for her friendly cooperation, but have neglected you. 

However, I do have you in mind. I don't handle numismatic or 
philatelic material as a rule unless it comes under general Americana, and is in book, 
catalogue or pamphlet form. This you will note from the catalogues I have sent. 

The following has just cane in and seems from your last order 
as though it might also fit your purposes. I have had other reports in this field, 
but to date neither one of the following. I have a hunch, based only on my own 
experience of some 30 years, that they are not common: - 


Burnett, Drake & Co.'s REPORTER and Register of Counterfeit Bank Notes. 

Vol.8 , No. 10, Boston, August, 1865." Uto., 36pp., with lists 
of State, local and national banks, and data. Good.- $12.50 


"TAYLOR'S UNITED STATES MONEY REPORTER and Coin Examiner. Monthly- 
Stringer & Townsend. New- York, July 1, 1851." Tall ito., 

U7pp.j engraving on fmt cv., with woodcuts of coins through- 
out, thumb indexed by States, pages 32 to U7 full page plates 
oi facsimiles of coins. July, 1, 1851. (Have nothing to go on- 
though it's only one issue, have never seen any ot)aers)-Suggest/$22.50 
(if you know if it, and jbnis is t©o high, let me know. I don't want 
to soak you; sometirjelfin^this game there is no record.) 


Glad to coo' erate anc 
^our inspec Ion and 




/ 


' 


.1 of course: send both on approval for 

Hofa+.l r\n / / 


>nsideration; 


Sincerely 



^ . 


November 6, 1957 


• Lawrence B. Romaine 

Weathercock House 
Middleboro, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr.Romaine: 

: tnink you are r ght that your prices are 
a little on thd high side on banknote re- 
porters but I would like, very much, for 
you to send me the two items mentioned in 
your letter of November 3rd. I will have 
more of an opinion when they arrive. 

The previous autographical banknote detector 
was much more than I have ever paid for even 
a 3^0-page bound detector, 

who knows what anything is wort;. 


Sincerely, 


E. N/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


Telephone 
Middleboro 1125 


/ 

AMERICANA 
Rare and Out of Print 
Books — Pamphlets 
Catalogues 



LAWRENCE B. ROMAINE 

WEATHERCOCK HOUSE 
MIDDLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 


November 8th, 1957 


Dear Mr, Neman; 

Hastily, as the last of the unaddressed copies of catalogue 176 
become dressed, and ready for the mails. 

"Who knows what anything is worth?" Well, spoken. I don’t know 
how many times I have used that, thought it, and dreamned it. I am in the middle 
of a deal — or rather have been drawn into a jamb by .trying to help a neighbor with 
two very Yankee Sisters sell a family heirloom - AND - at the same time see that your 
friends in St. Louis (Charles Van Ravenswaay and Brenda Gieskker) have at a fair 
price the rest of Henry Lewis’s Sketch book — which belongs right there in St. Louis. 
The family split up two notebooks, letters, Ms. etc. MHS. has vol. 2, and Vol.l 
has been bandied about from NY. to San Fran. , both dealer, collector and library. 

HOW MUCH IS IT WORTH? 

I wish I had never met Mrs. HallJ 

i I guess i wrote you all I know about the Taylor and the Burnett, 

Drake & Co. I have been asked for any or all of them, and have seen them advertised 
foi — and, in 25 odd years at this game, have never run into a copy/ Hence the 
suggested prices. I can find no auction redo»d of either one. How the devil does 
one know? 


Look than over and let me have your reactions. I'd snnely be a 
lo °l to "soak" a new and enthusiastic client, wouldn’t I? Check around. Maybe you 
can find someone who has a copy or two — or who knows about them? I’ll knock off 
$5.00, and you can deduct it wherever it seems to make the most sense. Every time 
-l appraise an estate, I wonder about this whole business it's sort of like 
Alice in Wonderland — and that's why I hope University of Oklahoma Press likes the 

b 5 ok ^D^Thr£Ugh the Catalogue." It has a double meaning. 


and I can only hope enough of thf^eacT$rsjj ( IF it is eve 
both — and will be familiar with Lewis\darroll. 


finished) will understand. 



Sincerely 

□LujL^uyt 


Tel. 1125 


Books, Rare an8 Out of Print 



LAWRENCE B. ROMAI 

WEATHERCOCK HOUSE 
Middleboro, Mass. 


NE 



Sold to Eric p. Newman 

U00 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2 Missouri 


Nov. 8th, 1957 


On approval, as eeouested - 11/6/57. 


Burnett, Drake & Co's. REPORTER and Register of 

Counterfeit Bank Notes. Boston,Aug. 1865. 


" TAYLOR (S United States Money Reporter and Coin 

Examiner - Stringer & Townsend - New-York. 
July 1, 1851. 



(However, and for recognition of various and sj 
considerations — let's call both of them 


November 15>, 1957 


Mr, Lawrence B.Romaine 
Weathercock House 
Middleboro, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr* Ronaine: 

The two counterfeit detector magazines arrived and they 
would add information to my library. The only thing between 
you. and me is that I just do not enjoy owning anything for 
which I. sincerely feel I overpaid* The authority on counter 
feit reporters, Mr, William Dillistin, former auditor of 
the New York Federal Reserve Bank, who wrote a major opus 
for the American Numismatic Society on counterfeit detectors 
has never charged me more than $5*00 for the ones he sent me 
I am the last one to tell another man what to charge for an 
item he is selling, I have similar reporters beginning in 
1810 running up to 186U, The reason I ’rant the different 
years is because some banks fail and new counterfeits are 
added at different periods,. One can tell when the counter- 
feits appeared by checking these reporters by date. 

My suggestion is that £10*00 each is a good high price for 
these items. If you would prefer, I will send you a group 
of some of these early counterfeit bank notes themselves* 

I am afraid that you are influenced by the pictures of the 
coins* Coin lists of this nature are very common over 
since the United States Mint Director, in 18U2, published a 
book on foreign coins which circulated in America. It is 
hard to believe that all of this foreign money was freely 
used here until almost the Civil War but at least it passed 
by its metallic content, I am sure you realize that these 
counterfeit detectors were put out monthly by various pub- 
lishers all over the country and they all contained the same 
information - having copied it from one another. Like most 
pamphlets, tie great bulk of them ended up in the waste 
basket* 


- 2 - 


November lf>, 193>7 


Hr. Lawrence D. Romaine 


To 3 how you the sincerity of my research, I am enclosing 
he ewith an article I recently wrote on the counterfeiting 
by the British of the American Revolutionary War Continental 
currency. Counterfeiting 3eems to have been the evening 
in-door pasatime both before and after the Revolution. 

My kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEW 7 !! AN 


EIN/atb 


AMERICANA 
Rare and Out of Print 
Bqoks 4- Pamphlets 
j Catalogues 




LAWRENCE B. ROMAINE 

WEATHERCOCK HOUSE 
MIDDLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 


Telephone 
Middleboro 1125 


Nov. 20th, 1957 


Dear Mr. Neman: 

I don't know when I've enjoyed a letter as much as yours of the 
15th. I'll be glad to accept your suggestion of ten dollars each, but do so with 
a bit of a guilty feeling to boot] I wonder if you are still going to feel that you 
overpaid for them — anf, every time you see my letterhead, or that rooster on a 
catalogue, get a bad taste in your mouth? If so, I'll go you one better — send me 
a check for whatever you feel is really fair and. square. 

This is a strange business. As I wrote you, I have been asked for 
these things many, many times. I have had many of the more common guides and 
detectors, and. sold them at nominal figures — Heath etc. For some reason, the two 
I sent had never dropped in before. I picked figures out of the sky, which one 
learns to do in this game. If there are no auction records, and one can't remember 
authors, titles ana prices from some 200,000 dealers' catalogues, there is no father 
source — unless one belongs to all the associations, societies etc. AND has time to 
read ALL the data in ALL the many facets of Americana J 

ThaJaks very much for your pamphlet — I shall read it tonight in 
oed during my relaxing hour. The enclosed will give you a rough idea of one mf my 
fields of research — I am trying now to finish a book on the subject for University 
°- Oklahoma press — or did I enclose this before, and also tell you the same story? 
One of the things it is hardest for me to understand is why all librarians and 
collectors (almost) insist that the dealer KNOWS all values and should price his 
wares coragectly. You, and hundreds of others, know and study your own field -- I, 
on the othei? hand am supposed to know Il57-| fieldsl I think you understand this, 
anc believe me, again, I DO appreciate your efforts to explain the values of the two 
small contributions i have made to your collection. I'll do my durndest to cooperate 
and make my prices fit your evaluations. 

While I'm at it, the following has come in another lot of pamphlets, 
anc maybe you don't have a copy:- ''Dickerman' s U.S. Treasury Counterfeit Detector 
and Bankers' & Merchants' Journal. October, No. 10, 1898." 8vo., 6Upp., advts. wrp. 
(Supplement uied in with a string.)- Using your Mr. Dillistin's average, suppose we 
call this one 5.00? (IF you have it. I'll catalogue it at $10., just for fun.) 

i. see I made a mistake I have laid out several far you. Though 

not counterfeit detectors, from what you have written, they may prove additions to 
the collection if I can price them right'. If not I shall expect you to set me 
right. 


page 2 


Further acquisitions :- 

Reid, William* "A Lecture on Money and Currency, with an examination of the 

recently enacted GOLD COIN BILL - delivered in the Franklin Institute 

on 3rd. of July, 183U. - with an Appendix." 8vo., 32pp. and table- 

wrp. Pub. William Stodart, New-York: 18 3U.- (guess)- §7.50 

Miller, Matthew T. , 20 South Third street, Phil.- 

"The Coins of the World." 12mo., 7Upp., pictorial wrp*- 12 fine 
plates of coins in silver and gold on a blue field, color title page, 
discusses Georgia and California Gold - new mint suggested in Cal.- 
etc. Stamp of Eli Adams, Salem, New Jersey on cover - pub. Phil, 
litho’s. of Wagner & M'C-uigan- Philad. - 5.8U9 . (Rare???)- 12.3>0 

Peale, Franklin. "ON BALANCES . - by Franklin Peale, Chief Coiner of the Mint 
of the U.S. - from Journal of Franklin Institute." 8vo., 7pp. , wp. 

(back wrp. lacking)- no date I can find - ca. 1830.- * A 5.00 


There - I guess that’s it for now. If Bill Pennebaker or 
Gordon Colket or Vernon Brown knew I quoted these to you first, they might shoot 
on sight. On the other hand, they probably have them who knows. 


Thanks again for your entirely satisfactory reaction to our second 
deal, i’ll suggest to the best of imy knowledge and imagintion,/}and you react. I 
shall not consider your reactions "chiseling," and want you to /feel free to be out- 
spoken and honest. If I got stucij^-efl^orqiething, that's my own fault. 


my friends at MHS., 



merely 

UU P.JL 


Appreciate your offer to trade for 
original pieces, but, nonest, I’ve enough 
troubles now without trying to understand v 
and market the rarities I know a LITTLE something about l 



O — ou 


1 


November 26, 1957 


Mr* Lawrence B* Romaine 
Weathercock House 
Middleboro, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr* Romaine : 

Your comment about having common currency guides and detectors 
which you sold at nominal figures is amusing. The Heath de- 
tectors, which are very common, are now selling at the £10*00 
level because they have some illustrations of government notes 
made from genuine government plates* The detector of the type 
you sent me have no paper money pictures and, therefore, few 
people are interested in them* I offered you 10,00 each for 
the detectors and that is what I am paying even if you offered 
to let me set my own price. 

I will release you as to the Dickensian 1 s U* S* Treasury Co n^er- 
feit Detector because I already have one. 

I am not familiar with the Hi Hi am Reid and Mathew filler items 
you quote and would like, very much, to see them. 

I am careful to avoid any items which are completely on the 
economic side rather than on the numismatic side. 

Of course, Gordon Colket and Vernon Brown are good friends of 
mine and they ave not going to shoot you for letting me have an 
item first. 

The one thing I would like is, if you get any sample sheets 
of bank note engravings, which I am sure Colket has asked 
you for in the past, I also collect these. I only have five 
so far* 

T enjoy hearing from you and will try not to be an eacentric 
customer* 


Sincerely yours. 


EPl/atb 


Books, Rare and Out of Print 


Tel. 1125 





LAWRENCE B. ROMAINE 

WEATHERCOCK HOUSE 
Middleboro, Mass. 

30 November 1957 



Sold to Eric P. Newman 

400 Washington Street 
St. Louis 2 
Missouri 


order of 11-26-57 

by quotation 


Reid, Wm. - A Ledture .... N. Y. 1834 . 


$ 7 


50 


Miller, Matthew T. - Coins of the World.. Phil. 184;? 


12 50 


$20 00 


\ , * 


..AMERICANA • 


Telephone 

Rare and Out of Print 


Middleboro 1125 

Books — Pamphlets 

>1 tf* 


Catalogues 







LAWRENCE B. ROMAINE 


WEATHERCOCK HOUSE 
MIDDLEBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 


Nov. 30th, 1957 


Dear Mr. Newman :- 

Letters and correspondence like yours make this game worth the 
proverbial candle. Most fcf it is guessed prices and refusals, without the slightest 
attempt on the other team to try to understand the equations that make the pricing 
difficult, if not impossible. I hate horse trading, BUT, there are ways of trading 
that are pleasant — and those that suggested closing our shop for transients, 
dealers and collectors who have one interest in life — to haggle. As my Dad used 
to say — "It wasn't what he said, but the nasty way he said it." 

I'm enclosing the Reid and Miller, as understood, without the 
slightest obligation. If they don't fit, that's that. If they are round pegs for 
round holes,- fine. If they are overpriced, or don't seem in line, your cokment 
will be welcome, and we'll talk it over. 


If you don't know William B. Pennebaker, Old York Road, Hartsville, 
Pa., you might drop him a line with your requests. Bill is a fine chap - have known 
him for 25 years. An advertising executive and artist and layout man who is collecting 
with a future retirement in dealing or collecting American engravers, lithos., cards, 
etc. etc. I'll agree that Vernon wouldn't shoot on sight, but am not so sure of Gordon.l 
This, however, is between us. I have only actually talked with Gordon once or twice- 
I know him only by correspondence. 


I have stacks of pamphlets in the banking, finance, tariff , etc. 
fields, and it is difficult to know where to draw the line. Many times an item will 
just fit a collection — more times I think it will, and it doesn't. 

I did have some sheets of engraved bank notes, with one or two 
cut out, and think Colket or Pennebaker got them. Endicott engravings - I bought the 
paper etc. in his grandaughter's estate some years ago - all scattered I'm afraid. 


Thanks for the tip on the Heath's and others. They talk of the 
gamble in the stock market, poker, horse racing etc., but the guy who knows what' s 
going on in this field has to be awakel ^i^m working on a sort of semi-bibliography 
of American catalogues from about 1760 to 190CA-- and, if Oklahoma Univ. Press has a 
following - and I finish it - things ought ta^ i^appen, and ,thi.s time it won' t be 


JUST Sears Roebuck and Montgomery Ward - it will 
catalogues nobody ever heard of before l 



a thousand/ "Little Guys" whose 
and good lu< 


Sincerely 
-X Uu^Ujl 



December 1;, 1957 


Mr, Lawrence B.Romaine 
Weathercock House 
Middleboro, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr, Romaine s 

The items forwarded in accordance with your lette 
of November 30 , 1957 , are, I am sorry to cay, on 
their v;ay back. 

The Reid is too theoretical and is economic. The 
Miller, I finally found in my junk heap and note 
that I must have paid 25 $ for it. One man ' s 
treasure is another man's junk - and vice versa. 

Kindest regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


LAWRENCE B. ROMAINE 


WEATHERCOCK HOUSE 


MIDDLEBORO. MASS. 





BOOKS 


^ONo(N' 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


Dec. 6th, 1957 


Thanks for yours with the bad news. 

I DO understand perfectly, and am glad 
you are being frank, ^.^heretoy I ’ll learn more about what 


to quote and send, and wha^ 
One man ' s 
them in our next, they migi 
that previously never bou ; 

Gobd luck 


not to. 
fpfeasure “ 


, yes. If I list 
go to some university lib'y 
ft anything but railroads 1 


Sincerely ' 

ilAjRUOi/ 


5 <LX-JU3l_A-A- 




